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Updated Strategy on Thailand FTA Negotiations

Currently, businesses in Thailand enjoy a range of benefits from free trade in goods and services with 
17 countries around the world. However, these trade benefits come at varying degrees of openness, 
depending on the specific terms of each agreement. While the negotiations on the Thai-EU FTA have been 
put on hold since 2014, the Thai Government has been actively negotiating other FTAs and looking for new 
partners from other regions. In a special interview, Ms. Sirinart Jaimun, the Director-General of the 
Department of Trade Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce, laid out the new strategy for Thailand’s future 
march on international trade liberalization.

The newly outlined strategy has three primary agenda, which are:

 Expanding the coverage (in terms of goods and services liberalized) of existing FTAs – This includes 
the implementation of further trade in goods and services liberalization as indicated in the ASEAN 
Economic Community Blueprint 2025 (AEC Blueprint 2025), with emphasis on lifting restrictions on 
service sectors and non-tariff measures (NTM), and increased effort on expanding the coverage to 
include more types of goods and services for other bilateral and multilateral FTAs currently in effect, 
such as the Thai-Australia FTA, Thai-Japan FTA, Thai-New Zealand FTA, ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand 
FTA, ASEAN-China FTA, ASEAN-Japan FTA and ASEAN-Japan FTA

 Completing negotiations on FTAs that are currently ongoing – This includes finalizing talks on the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), in which the 14th round of negotiations is 
expected to be held in Vietnam during mid-August this year. Other ongoing negotiations include the 
ASEAN-Hong Kong FTA and Thai-Pakistan FTA.

 Initiating talks with 2 high potential partner countries – This includes the Thai-
Turkey FTA, for which the negotiation timeframe is expected to be announced soon, and the Thai-
Eurasia FTA (Countries within this group are Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Armenia and Russia), for 
which talks are expected to start in 2 years.

Additionally, Ms. Sirinart also mentioned possible FTA negotiations with the United Kingdom (UK), 
which has been made possible with its proposed exit from the European Union (EU), also commonly referred 
to as ‘BREXIT’. As a long-time net importer of food, the UK is an attractive destination for Thailand’s 
agriculture, food and processed food industries. On the other hand, a decision on joining the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership is subject to further study and public hearings.



Stay informed with latest development in trade negotiations and 
changes in trade laws/regulations. Get an insight of how the latest news 
will affect your market and regulatory environment from our “Trade 
Digest”. 
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Bolliger & Company (Thailand) 

Bolliger & Company (Thailand) Ltd. is a public policy and strategic 
consulting firm with a focus on research, policy formulation, and 
decision making. Our primary areas of expertise are in the fields of 
international trade and investment, economic and social policy, and 
business strategy.

Our superior technical skill, combined with in-depth knowledge of the 
business environment, enables us to provide fact-based, unbiased, and 
practical advice. Whether you are a private company wishing to 
understand the impact of public policy on your business, or 
a government authority aiming to design appropriate laws and 
regulations, we have the experience and expertise to help you achieve 
tangible goals.

“Clients’ success is our best interest”


